
Papercourt Sailing Club 

Sailing Secretary’s Report 2015. 

 

It has once again been a busy year on the water at Papercourt, with a mix of our club racing 

series, one day events, training and other sailing activity.  Overall this year, we have had 

5185 sails at our club, approximately maintaining the levels of participation from 2013/14 

season.  This is a considerable achievement, given a lack of wind at some key points.  Last 

year’s Icebox was becalmed for two of the three days, and we were also bolstered then by 

an RYA training day.  The vagaries of the winter weather also seem to affect Sunday series 

racing, with numbers varying from 24 one week to 9 the next – you, our members are 

nothing if not unpredictable, but I hope it’s been windy enough for you so far this winter! 

Given this, it’s been good to see our summer sailing increasing once again.  I want to single 

out one of the key factors in this – Sailability.  As many of you know, Sailability runs on 1st, 

3rd and 5th Fridays, between May and mid-October, purely supported by volunteers, offering 

local people with disabilities the opportunity to take to the water.  This year, Helen Bennett 

has introduced the RYA Certificate of Achievement Scheme, which provides a syllabus and 

recognition of sailing achievements for our sailors with disabilities, in a similar way to other 

RYA training qualifications.  It’s been very much welcomed by many of the sailors, many of 

whom are very actively learning to sail and has also kept the instructors on our toes!  As a 

result of this, the dedication of Barry, Helen, and all those who come along to help out, 

Sailability has provided 325 sails this season – a truly remarkable achievement.  Add to this 

the social side of the afternoon, offering many carers a break, cup of tea and a cake and a 

chance to chat, it is one of the gems of this club.  I know Frank will be saying a little more, 

but from my own perspective I want to say thank you to Barry and Helen for all your hard 

work in organising these sessions for the last few years.  I would also encourage any 

members who have some spare time on a Friday to come and get involved in this fantastic 

charity. 

Our other ‘regular’ calendar fixtures have continued to be successful.  We quite deliberately 

scaled back our Open Day in May to a slightly smaller event this year.  The overall feeling is 

that while we had fewer attendees than previous years, those who did come along were 

more committed to the club and it again resulted in a number of new members.  We also 

still took 160 people onto the water, and the event does a great deal to raise the profile of 

the club.   

I’m grateful to the University of Surrey Sailing Club also for again organising a Team Race 

day earlier this year.  Not only did this see an increase in the number of members coming 

along to join in, but included teams from the Royal Grammar School as well as the 

Universities of Portsmouth, Kent and others.  It would be great to involve a few more club 

members next year and it’s a lot of fun – please don’t be put off by not fully understanding 

team racing, it hasn’t stopped the rest of us - and besides, we could do with a win! 



Quieter events this summer have included Bart’s Bash, even though we still had 24 boat this 

year, our Wednesday evening sailing and the Club Championships and we’ll be looking to 

see how we can revive interest in these events. 

Training, as ever, is another success story and thank you to Peter Lytton as Chief Instructor 

and Principal for doing a sterling job of organising us instructors.  Thank you also to our 

team of senior instructors, dinghy instructors and assistant instructors for all your time in 

delivering a range of ever-popular courses at the club and on a Saturday morning.  I have 

lost count of the times members this year have praised the standard of our training at 

Papercourt, which is the best feedback you can get.  The Spring Course, Summer Course and 

indeed “Carry On Sailing” have all proved popular again and we’ve noticed a number of new 

additions to the regular racing fleets from these courses – let’s keep that going. 

Our youth training continues to thrive and grow and thanks again to Jeremy and the team 

for delivering this – the awards presentation at the end of the summer showed how 

successful this activity in the club has become.  Moreover, the team’s Sailathon this year 

raised £2700 for Guide Dogs. 

It’s been a privilege to see all this resulting in tangible outputs for our members too.  In Jake 

Hardman and Iain Bird, we now have World Champions among our Papercourt sailors – a 

fantastic testament.  Congratulations also to Josie Meredith on making the Topper National 

Squad and to Melissa Meredith for winning the Laser Radial Thames Valley circuit.  Mark 

Carleton won the national Aero inlands and Andrew Boyce has had some Solo success, 

coming second in the Thames Valley series and third in the Southern Region.  David Jessop 

and Clare Michelmore came second in the RS200 South East series.  Most of those I’ve 

named started out here on a Saturday morning and some are now bringing their own 

children along for their early adventures in an Oppy on their own Saturday morning. 

There have again been too many sad losses at the club this year, including Dick Georgeson, 

who had been producing the racing results, week in, week out for many years.  Although 

always rather ‘behind the scenes’, Dick’s work was hugely appreciated and very dedicated.  

It has led us to re-work the results system at the club and I owe an enormous thank you to 

Alan Fuller, who has stepped into this gap for the moment and taken on the task of updating 

our results system. We’ve now moved across to Sailwave, which does seem to be working 

well. 

Papercourt, then, continues to be an evolving club, always delivering quality.  It’s been a 

pleasure to serve as Sailing Secretary over the last 3 years and be part of this evolution.  I 

am very grateful to the enthusiastic Class Captains and Sailing Committee for their support 

as well as to my fellow committee members, but my biggest thank-you is to you, the club 

members for racing, sailing, taking part in club activities and just coming along to have fun 

on the water.  Long may it continue. 

Tom Key 

Sailing Secretary 


